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notice, so that when the following order came from Secre-
tary Long, on April 25, two months after Boosevelt's mes-
sage to Dewey, lie was ready to obey:

"War has commenced between the United States and
Spain. Proceed at once to Philippine Islands. Commence
operations particularly against the Spanish fleet. You must
capture vessels or destroy. Use utmost endeavor."

Thus was the famous battle of Manila fought and won
by a commander whose appointment had been secured by
Boosevelt against the wishes of Secretary Long and whose
fleet had been thoroughly equipped for the conflict by an
order that Roosevelt had sent on his own responsibility in
the absence of his chief.

A few months later Secretary Long's personal attitude

toward the course pursued by his assistant was revealed in
the following letter to Roosevelt from Senator Lodge, de-
cidedly the most interesting and illuminating letter in the
present collection: (The italics are mine.)

NAHANT, MASS., September 21, 1898.
Dear Theodore:

I am going to ask for five minutes of your crowded time
to read this letter and give me a little help. I am getting
together of course the necessary materials for my war
articles. The second one will be about Manila, and as the
first is well advanced I am already gathering facts for the
second. I intended to begin by a reference to your order to
Dewey of February 25th. You no doubt remember that
memorable Saturday afternoon when I came in and found
you and CrowninsMeld sending out this order which was
of such enormous importance and value in the subsequent
operations. I wrote to Crowninshield that I knew the pur-
port of the order, but that as a matter of caution I should
be much obliged if I could have its exact terms. Here is a
copy of what he said in reply. If you do not smile when
you read it I shall be surprised: